
A letter from the Principals:  

The Cougar Paw Print 

November 2020 

 Important Dates   

Dear parents and guardians; 

Wow– one quarter down, three more to go! We are ecstatic how hard our cougar 
leaders worked during the first quarter. We spent time visiting all classrooms this 
quarter. It was evident that students are happy to be back in the school building. 
They seemed eager to learn! We enjoyed being able to see and work with them in 
the classroom setting. Even though it’s hard to see their smiles we could still tell 
their heart was smiling!  

We are looking forward to seeing further growth in all of our students. The first 
and second week of November students will be taking their STAR Reading and 
Math assessments. It is imperative they get a good nights rest. Thank you for re-
minding and encouraging them to try their best– we want to see what they know!   

We recently wrapped up October bully awareness month with weekly challenges. 
We are happy to say how pleased we are hat students went the extra mile to in-
clude everyone, not just their friends. They created a bond with some that they 
never had before. All it takes is a cheerful heart and a bright smile to make 
someone’s day! It was nice to hear the students share how they are helping our 
school be a bully free zone. I thank all of our cougar leaders for doing a great job 
this past month. We are extremely proud that we have cougar leaders who 
L.E.A.D! Being a friend, instead of a bully, is KEY to being successful! I appreci-
ate your support in teaching your child/ren the importance of being a BUDDY not 
a bully. 

Red Ribbon week was wonderful as well! Together we can stress the importance 
of being drug free. We are proud to say Kingsway Elementary School is a drug 
free school! Be Happy, Be Brave, Be Drug FREE! 

We are happy to announce our first online fundraiser. Your child will be coming 
home with information the first week in November. The money raised will go to-
wards our PTO. Our PTO’s function is to benefit students as well as provide an 
opportunity for parents to be involved with their school. PTO organizes and super-
vises fundraising activities to supplement curriculum and enhance our academic 
programs. We highly encourage you to share the fundraiser with friends and fami-
ly. There are some awesome items available to purchase.  

November is here! Cooler weather, sweaters and mittens, color changing leaves, 
and who can forget roasting s’mores over the fire! Please note, we do not have 
school November 26th and 27th. We hope you enjoy the time off  creating lasting 
memories as a family. 

This month we want to acknowledge how thankful we are for your endless sup-
port. We honor how involved you are in your child’s education. We appreciate 
everything you do in order for your child to be successful. Your hard work does 
not go unnoticed. You play a huge role in your child’s education. We are 
THANKFUL for all of our families.  

Proud to lead- 

Kristina Kelch 

Kingsway Elementary School 
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The learning in the Communication Disorders classes this month has 
been unbe-leaf-able!  

Ms. Dumont’s class has been working hard learning about plants and 
started a class experiment. We cannot wait to share pictures. We are 
looking forward to the next 2 weeks when we will be learning all 
about apples and pumpkins! 

In Mrs. Graddy’s class, we have learned about fire safety and how 
firefighters are an important part of our community.  For the rest of 
October, we will be learning about pumpkins and why farmers are 
important to our community.  

Ms. Hohmann & Mrs. Liszak’s students have been summarizing liter-
ary and nonfiction texts and using strategies to multiply. We will 
have a day of learning and exploring through educational fall fun on 
October 30th! 

Mrs. Jurowicz’s students have been busy working on finding the main 
idea and key details of a text.  The students are using the key details 
to help them answer questions.  The students have also been practic-
ing their math detective skills to help them solve various problems 
and unknown numbers. We have been working on empathy and un-
derstanding about other people’s feelings. 

In Miss Litman’s classroom, we have been working on our sight 
words, introducing subtraction, and learning about the stars in outer 
space. We are also working on our conversation skills and knowing 
what is appropriate in a situation or not appropriate.  

Mrs. Mason’s friends are learning about Matter and Senses in Science. 
In Math, we are learning how to have fun with numbers as we use 
counters to add and subtract and learn about 
place value. Last week in Social Studies, we 
read about Time and the Constitution. In ELA, 
we are learning how to blend words and identi-
fy the main idea in a text.  We have a month 
full of fun learning in room 136!  

  



Hi, Kingsway Cougars! 
 
My name is Mrs. Turner 
and am your School 
Counselor.  My job is to 
make sure that you feel 
happy and safe at school 
and at home.  I just love 
to meet all of you, so 
don’t be surprised if I 
come to your class one 
day and take you to my 
office to hang out for a 
little while so that we 
can get to know each 
other.  If you ever need 
someone to talk to about 
anything that worries 
you or upsets you, 
please just tell your 
teacher you need to talk 
to the counselor.  I will 
come to your class to 
get you so that we can 
talk privately in my of-
fice.  What you talk to 
me about is just between you and me, except if you tell me someone is 
hurting you, going to hurt you, is hurting someone else, or is going to 
hurt someone else.  That’s so big that I need to get help with that!  So, I 
hope to see you very soon.    
 
Mrs. Turner 
 







We are moving right along in Kindergarten. 
 
This month we have been learning about apples.  We have 
read books about apples, counted apples, made graphs 
about apples, done science experiments with apples, and 
even had an apple taste test!  Our students love apples! 
We also celebrated Color Week in Kindergarten and were 
supported by the entire school wearing a different color 
for each day.  Thanks for the support!  The students 
learned songs about colors and practiced spelling the color 
words.  They looked extra great in their Rainbow Hair on 
Friday. 
 
Kindergartners have been doing homework for several 

weeks now.  It is sent home on Monday and due back to 

school by Friday.  Please keep up the good work on home-
work and practice letters and numbers too.   

 

Ms. Croce 

Ms. Crumrine 

Ms. James 

Ms. O'Connor 

 

Proud to Lead 

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/3181
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/5137
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/5139
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4352


Hello first-grade families, and happy November! 

 

We are continuing to have a great beginning of the school 

year with our first-grade students. The students are doing an 

excellent job following class and school procedures. Our 

students have dived right into the curriculum. Each week, 

our students are practicing their spelling words, engaging in 

fantastic stories, completing Thinking Maps, learning new 

addition and subtraction strategies, and exploring digital re-

sources (ReadingEggs, Freckle, MyON, Tumblebooks, and 

Google Classroom).  

 

As we close out Quarter 1 and await the holidays, we are 

looking forward to more classroom fun and learning to   

continue! We cannot wait to see the amazing character 

pumpkins our students make for Halloween. Your child's 

teacher will be in contact with you regarding specific    

classroom activities coming up. 

 

Thank you for your continuous support, and please feel free 

to reach out to your child's teacher with any questions/

concerns. 

 

Proud to Lead, 

Miss Mentzer, Mrs. Burton, Ms. 

Reeves, and Ms. Parsley   

#theKEScougarway 
 

  
 



Hello Second Grade families!  
 
Students have been doing well working on math fact       
fluency to 20 and reading nightly for 20 minutes. Keep up 
the hard work! Don’t forget to sign planners each night    
after checking homework for completion and accuracy. 
Please remember that breakfast is served in the café from 
8:00 to 8:30. Make sure you get to school on time to have 
breakfast in the café!  
 
Coming up in the next few weeks, second graders will be 
working on matter in science. In Social Studies, they’ll 

learn about Native Americans, Pilgrims, and Explorers. For 

math, students will be working on finding the unknown 

number in equations and solving two step word problems. 
Finally, in Language Arts, second graders will be learning 

about nouns, cause and effect relationships, and author’s 

purpose. Continue to work on reading fluency and accuracy 

and math fact fluency each night!  

Thank you for your continued support: 

    

          Ms. Giglio  

          Ms. Mut, 

          Ms. Killian  

          Ms. Garn 



 

Our third grade cougar leaders have been working hard through-

out the month of October learning several new things!  As we 

move into November, there are even more new awesome things 

we will be learning about.  In math, we will be working with both 

multiplication and division.  It is very important that our students 

study their facts each night. Flash cards or Freckle Fact Practice is 

a great way to practice facts.  We will be studying how both multi-

plication and division are related within a fact family.  In ELA, we 

are diving into describing characters.  As we read a passage, we 

are continuously looking for character traits and their ac-

tions.  After reading the passage, we talk about how their traits 

and actions effects the story.   In science, we are in the unit of 

Matter. The students are looking at the properties and measuring 

different types of matter. They also are learning about the differ-

ent states of matter and how it can change. Once we complete 

our Matter unit, we are headed to the Plant unit.  In Social Studies, 

we have learned about our Continents and Oceans; we have al-

so used maps to locate many geographical areas. We are head-

ing towards how the United States of America was built to help 

celebrate American Education Week.  We will also be learning 

about different government branches: Judicial, Legislative and 

the Executive Branches. The students will know the jobs of each 

branch and how it contributes to our Government. Our third grad-

ers continue to expand their knowledge each and every day.  We 

are so proud they are continuously growing, and they are proud 

to L.E.A.D.    
  

 The Third Grade Team  Mrs. Brown, 
Mrs. Fletchall, Mr. Green & Mrs. Hurley 

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4352


  Our fourth graders have been very busy this month!   As part of our life science unit, stu-
dents created life cycle “Macaroni Metamorphosis Maps” and witnessed caterpillars forming 
their chrysalis then becoming butterflies!  Students also learned about the roles that heredity 
and environment play in animals’ lives. 
 In social studies, we have been learning about geography and maps in conjunction 
with the study of our state.  Some classes made salt dough maps of Florida which included 
map elements and learning the locations of important cities and bodies of water in our state. 
 Multiples, factors, patterns, and multiplication have been the focus in math for our 
fourth graders.  Many of our students are beginning to master their multiplication facts.  This 
is such an important skill as we move into multiplying and dividing large numbers.  Parents 
can help by practicing the multiplication facts with their students at home as well. 
 In ELA, students have been working on using context clues to determine the meaning 
of words and are now focusing on the main idea and theme of a passage.  We really appreci-
ate parents’ help in ensuring that each student has a quiet place to read for at least 20 minutes 
each day to practice their reading skills.  Additionally, our students will be creating a Greek 
or Latin root superhero by researching words with a particular root and creating an imaginary 
superhero based on their chosen root.  This activity is not only fun, but it helps the students 
learn many new roots and words as well!  As you can see, we have been very busy! 

 A big shout out to all of our families for working hard to support their children’s     

education!  We realize that it is difficult to be involved in school activities when you can’t 

come into the school, but we really appreciate your continued support and want to encourage 

you to reach out to us with any concerns you may have.  Thank you for your support! 

  
Proud to Lead:  Ms. Byrd, Ms. Umbras,  Mrs. Spellman  & Dr. Cavucci 



 

       Our Amazing 5th Grade Cougar Leaders are working hard 
and coming to school every day ready to learn! We remain very im-
pressed with their spirit of perseverance and constant drive to im-
prove!  

KES 5th Graders are working diligently in all subject areas. In 
ELA we are continuing to work on identifying themes in literature and 
we are moving forward to analyzing the structure of nonfiction and  
fiction texts. Grammar practice with editing and Daily Oral Language 
continue each day as we hone our skills with the conventions of      
English. Classes are enjoying listening to read-alouds in class and 
many students are enthusiastically participating in reading the Sunshine 
State books. Some of our students have already read over half of the 15 
books for the year! We are so proud of all they are accomplishing.  
During science class students are continuing to investigate physical and 
chemical changes as well as continuing to understand forces and mo-
tion. Newton is going to be a big topic this month! In math, students 
are learning how to multiply using the standard algorithm, and how to 
divide using multiple strategies. We are moving towards understanding 
the relationship between decimal and whole number place values and 
exponents of 10. We are continuing our spiral review with our Math 4 
Today practice each day. Social studies has students learning about the 
U.S. States and Regions, Native American tribes, and the Early  Ex-
plorers of America.  

 
We look forward to quarter two and we know our students will 

continue to impress us each and every day!  
                                                                                                          

       -The Fifth Grade Team 
 

  Mrs. Grossano, Mrs. Socci, Tom Desjardins & Jasmine Lorissaint 



 

 
 
 
 

Decoding Reading Strategy: 
 

Does That Sound Like a Book? from The Reading Strategies by 
Jennifer Serravallo 
 

A book, story, or article should always make sense and the words 
you read should sound like a book would. This means that most 
books intentionally follow standard English grammar. So when a 
child misreads a word when reading, they have to ask themselves 
if what they are reading sounds right. As an adult, you can         
periodically ask them if their book sounds right. Or you can en-
courage them to figure out what 
sounds right when they ask you for 
help. 
 

It sounds like this when reading 
aloud: (picture credit to: Roald Dahl 
George’s Marvellous Medicine) 
 

Child “When George’s mother or fa-
ther were home, Grandma ever or-
dered George about like this.” 

Adult “Did ‘Grandma ever ordered 
George about like this’ sound right 
to you? Which word sounds wrong?” 
 



December 8 @ 6:00pm 

FSA Update and Preparation 

Why? - The more parents are involved in 
school the more informed they will become. 
Parent involvement is directly linked to stu-
dent success.  Come join us to learn about 

KES. 
 

February 16 @ 6:00pm 

Mid Year Update– Review data & SIP 

April 13 @ 6:00pm 

Board Nominations, Community Partner  

Recognition 

May 11 @ 6:00pm 

End of Year Wrap Up 







 This past week students had so much fun decorating  their Book 
Character Pumpkins. What a great way to celebrate books and   
literacy. Please see a few of these pumpkins coming to life.  Can 
you identify the book from the pictures?  Thank you parents for all 
your help and support. 

 



  
                                                                                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 KES is committed to a drug free campus and take the safety of your children           
seriously. We support our families and community in nurturing the full potential of 

healthy, drug free youth.        Be Happy. Be Brave. Be Drug Free! 





School Webpage 
http://www.yourcharlotteschools.net 
Kingway Elementary School 

KINGSWAY ELEMENTARY  
23300 Quasar Blvd. 
Port Charlotte, FL   

Phone: (941) 255-7590 
Fax:      (941) 255-7591 

               Proud to Lead 

 The mission of Kingsway Elementary School is to provide a safe,  
student-centered learning environment that empowers students to  

become responsible, lifelong learners.  

Kristina Kelch 
 Principal 
 
Melody Hazeltine 
 Assistant Principal 

Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/
KingswayElementarySchool         

 

 

 


